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GOALS – OBJECTIVES – POLICIES

Based on the analysis of historic preservation issues in this element, the following goals, objectives and policies are adopted into the Fort Myers Beach Comprehensive Plan:

GOAL 13: To maintain “the best of the old” when redeveloping our community by appreciating, protecting, and promoting the historic resources of Fort Myers Beach. To provide stewardship of the legacy of our predecessors, cultivating our understanding of the past as a means of sustaining our future.

OBJECTIVE 13- FA GENERAL STRATEGIES -  Begin in 1999 to d Develop and sustain programs to aggressively identify, document, and evaluate historic and archaeological resources in and around the Town of Fort Myers Beach in order to encourage their long-term protection.

POLICY 13-FA-1 In 1999 t The town shall convene an ad hoc  will maintain a historic working group to develop programs, organize volunteers, and make recommendations to the LPA and Town Council relating to Policies 13-A-2, 13-A-3, 13-A-5, 13-B-1,13-B-3, 13-B-6 and 13-C-3. This group shall may include representatives of the Estero Island Historic Society, the LPA, the Lee County Planning Division, and others with expertise in archaeology, history, architecture, and/or construction/building industry and local history.

POLICY 13-FA-2 Acquire Maintain high-quality reproductions of all files and photographs from the Florida Master Site File and the Florida Archives for buildings on Estero Island, and make copies available to the public at Town Hall and the public library. This file should be supplemented by an accurate listing of street addresses and parcel numbers, plus a listing of buildings that have been demolished or renovated beyond recognition. After this updating, the town shall will notify all property owners of sites listed on the Florida Master Site File.

POLICY 13-FA-3 Periodically The town will, as part of each Evaluation Appraisal and Review cycle of the Comprehensive Plan,, review and update Lee County’s 1986 and 1992 surveys of historic buildings on Estero Island. Additional buildings shall will be documented for submission to the Florida Master Site File, and buildings that have been demolished or altered shall will be so noted. New information shall will be transmitted to the Florida Department of State via the Lee County Planning Division and the Certified Local Governments program.

POLICY 13-FA-4 Require all applications for development review to identify the location and status of historic resources and archaeological sites, utilizing as data bases the 1986 Lee County Historic Sites Survey, the 1987 Archaeological Site Inventory and Zone Management Plan for Lee County, the 1992 Historical Report and Survey Supplement for Lee County, and updated information from implementation of Policies 13-A-3 and 13-A-6. This identification of historic and archaeological resources will assist in administering protective regulations.

POLICY 13-FA-5 Continue the program begun by Lee County for formally designating historic and archaeological resources. , with the following changes:
i. Designate t The town’s Local Planning Agency to will serve as the Historic Preservation Board required by the Land Development Code.
ii. Contract with Lee County as needed for consultation, technical assistance, and on-going staff support for the town’s historic preservation program.

POLICY 13-FA-6 By 1999, t The town shall will begin the process of designating one or more historic districts which would include most of the buildings listed on the Florida Master Site File.

POLICY 13-FA-7 Request The town will work with the Estero Island Historic Society and the Historic Preservation Board to identify appropriate buildings or sites for nomination by the town to the National Register of Historic Places.

POLICY 13-FA-8  Encourage Continue a private program that would visibly recognize historic buildings through plaques, certificates, historic markers, award programs, or certificates of historical and/or archaeological significance.

POLICY 13-FA-9 Develop a process and criteria for identifying The town will identify through the Land Development Code Categories of Historic Importance process specific scenic resources, view corridors, and vistas that should be preserved or enhanced as new development and redevelopment occurs. Particular attention should be given to recommendations in the Community Design Element.

OBJECTIVE 13-GB   REGULATIONS AND INCENTIVES -  By the end of 1998, e Establish and maintain a regulatory and incentive system that promotes restoration, reconstruction, and re-use of the town’s historic buildings.

POLICY 13-GB-1 Evaluate the provisions of the Certified Local Government program to determine if the town should become certified. The town will become certified by the Certified Local Government program.

POLICY 13-GB-2  Implement Community Design and Housing Policies that call for preparing and adopting land development regulations that will encourage the revitalization of older and historic housing using elements from the cottage design tradition.

POLICY 13-GB-3  Using specific existing designated historic properties in Fort Myers Beach, determine additional regulatory relief that could be provided to designated historic properties to promote their preservation and rehabilitation.

POLICY 13-GB-4  Study the feasibility of a variety of incentives including transfer of development rights and property tax relief to encourage preservation and rehabilitation of designated historic properties.

POLICY 13-GB-5  Consider financial incentives for historic preservation that might include a revolving loan fund, grants, federal and state funds for income-eligible recipients, tax increment fund, (if a CRA is established), or technical support for the use of investment tax credits.

POLICY 13-GB-6  The town shall adopt will maintain the Standard Existing Buildings International Properties Maintenance Code into the land development code to encourage the rehabilitation of older buildings throughout the town.

OBJECTIVE 13-HC CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE – Continually heighten the appreciation of the town’s recent and ancient history and cultural life, and improve opportunities for appropriate public access to publicly supported resources.

POLICY 13-HC-1  Continue to pursue the acquisition of the William Case home ( Long Estate). Assist the foundation that will provide long-term management with funding for start-up costs (with the amount needed to be evaluated annually). Link this facility the Mound House to other cultural, scientific, educational, and recreational activities.

POLICY 13-HC-2 Support the nomination of the Fort Myers Beach Elementary School, and the William Case home the Mound House (and it’s site) and the Newton House for the National Register of Historic Places.

POLICY 13 –HC-3  Examine methods that the town could use to aid in the protection of Mound Key.

POLICY 13-HC-4  W Continue to work with Lee County in establishing supporting a network of canoe and kayak trails linking the sites of historic and archaeological significance for Pine Island to Estero Bay.

POLICY 13-HC-5  Establish a task force to d Develop and implement the a town’s eco/heritage program. The task force would work with the Marine Resources Task Force to advise the town about implementing the recently adopted recommendations of the Governor’s Advisory Committee on Eco-heritage Tourism implementing recommendations of the VISIT FLORIDA Cultural, Heritage, Rural and Nature Tourism Development Committee.

POLICY 13-HC-6  In cooperation with the Estero Island Historical Society, develop self- guided walking/biking tours of the island’s historic points of interest; interpretive panels; and other ways to share the history of the island with visitors.

POLICY 13-HC -7  Continue to improve availability and appropriate public access to historic and cultural resources by implementing Community Design Policies 23-A-1/4, 3-D-4, and 3 –D-6 and Recreation Policy 10-A-4.
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OBJECTIVE 12-D HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT
HOUSING — Retain at least 90% of
the town’s historically significant
housing for residential uses (or
appropriate adaptive re-uses).
POLICY 12-D-1 The town shall will maintain the inventory of
historic structures contained in the Historic
Preservation Element.
POLICY 12-D-2 The town, in cooperation with the Estero
Island Historic Society, will assist owners of
historically significant housing in locating
funds to restore or rehabilitate their homes.
Assistance may be provided to move
buildings if there is no other option to save
the home.
POLICY 12-D-3 The town shall consider other incentives to
encourage renovation of historic structures,
as detailed in the Historic Preservation
Element. Such incentives could include
property tax relief, transfer of development
rights, and below-market interest rate
loans.

