MINUTES
FORT MYERS BEACH
MARINE RESOURCES TASK FORCE
Town Hall
2525 Estero Boulevard
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Wednesday, November 8, 2017

I. 	CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Chair Veach.  Members present: Greg Holmes, Steve Johnson, Louise Kowitch, Shannon Mapes, Mary Rose Spalletta, Keri Hendry Weeg and Bill Veach.
Staff:  Rae Burns

II.		PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION
	
III.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES - October 4, 2017

MOTION:	Mr. Holmes moved to approve the minutes; second by Ms. Spalletta.
VOTE:		Motion passed 6-1 with Chair Veach abstaining.

IV.	PUBLIC COMMENT - no public comment.

V.	CURRENT ITEMS 
	A.	Sign Presentation

	Alison Giesen, Director of Cultural Resources and Mound House Museum Director, 	discussed the process regarding interpretive signs for beach accesses.  Funds were 	awarded to fabricate six signs and she included designs from Newton Beach Park.  She 	noted that funds from the Tourist Development Council (TDC) were available to replace 	informational signs on the gulf side.  Ms. Giesen suggested that MRTF visit beach 	accesses to decide where to place the signs.  She noted that each sign could contain a 	maximum of three messages but two would be better.  Discussion was held regarding 	placement of signs and specific content.  
	
	B.	Review of MRTF Ordinance and Mission Statement

	Ms. Burns indicated that the Purpose and Scope had to be organized and they could not 	deviate from the Scope.  Consensus was reached to add and projects as assigned by 	Town Council to the Purpose and Scope.

	MOTION:	Chair Veach moved to approve the relevant Code of Ordinances with a 				change to Sec. 2-269; add or any other tasks assigned by Town Council; 				second by Ms. Spalletta.  
	VOTE:	Motion passed unanimously.

	C.	Plastics on the Beach

		1.	$0.50 charge for plastic bags

	Ms. Burns indicated that the State Legislature prohibited plastic bans and charging for 	plastic bags.  	Ms. Mapes described a current bill and suggested contacting members of 	the legislative committee to help pass the bill.  Ms. Burns stated that the Charlotte 	Harbor Natural Estuaries System was starting a study that included testing for micro 	plastics on the beach.  Fort Myers Beach was invited to participate. She 	noted there 
	was a charge and volunteers were needed.  Ms. Mapes suggested involving Keep Lee 	County Beautiful to help lobby for the bill.
	Chair Veach suggested directing their focus on educating beach goers to keep plastic 	bags off the beach.

		2.	Garbage accumulation on the beach

	Ms. Burns discussed picking trash out of the sand while raking.  She invited everyone to 	email code or her to report any incidence of raking on the beach.  Chair Veach suggested 	taking photos to document illegal activities.
	Chair Veach discussed installing small temporary signs at beach accesses for maximum 	educational effect.  Ms. Burns cautioned against installing too many signs. 
	Ms. Spalletta questioned how to stop people from walking on the beach at night with 	flashlights during turtle season.  Ms. Burns discussed reaching out to hotels and 	businesses.  
	Ms. Burns reviewed the Ordinance banning plastic straws on the beach.  She noted that 	they had to report to Council regarding current legislation that prevented them from 	enacting a ban on plastic.  Ms. Spalletta questioned whether they could ban cigarette 	butts from the beach.  Ms. Burns thought it was probable.  Ms. Mapes suggested 	researching the topic.  Ms. Kowitch questioned whether they could encourage the use of 	paper bags in the absence of a ban.  Ms. Burns stated the language would have to be 	approved by the Town Attorneys.  Mr. Johnson questioned working with the Chamber of 	Commerce, newspapers and businesses.  He mentioned an award program for 	businesses who voluntarily provided bags other than plastic.  
		
	D.	Beach Cleanup Volunteer Group

	Ms. Burns commented on reinstating the group.  Ms. Hendry Weeg will provide the list 	of names.  Chair Veach suggested inviting Tree Andre to make a presentation.  Ms. 	Burns will contact her.

	E.	Boat Discharge into Estero Bay

	Ms. Mapes described her trip on the pump-out boat with Austin Hillcrest.  She indicated 	that records were kept regarding pump-outs.  Chair Veach noted that they did not have 	the jurisdiction to do anything regarding boat discharge.

	F.	Good Citizen Award aka the "Murphie"

	Chair Veach noted that Becky Sanford and Pat Pfeiffer from Old Town, Florida were the 	recipients.  Due to a communications glitch, they did not receive the award last month.
	
VI.  	MEMBER ITEMS AND REPORTS

Chair Veach requested approval to develop a plan for planting.  Ms. Burns will email information regarding dune plants.
Ms. Spalletta questioned changes to the beach after the hurricane and beach renourishment.  Ms. Burns noted that Town Council commissioned a survey of the entire beach, but she did not have the analysis back.  Ms. Spalletta questioned the amount of shells on the south end of the beach.  Ms. Burns replied that excess shells were a result of the dredging.

VII.	PUBLIC COMMENT - no public comment

VIII.	SET AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING -

Chair Veach reviewed homework and changes to the agenda.

MOTION:	Chair Veach moved to modify the sign presentation by Ms. Giesen, plastics on the 		beach will become a discussion on a potential cigarette butt ban, the outreach will
	 	include 	Adopt-a-Beach program, the Fort Myers Beach Green Certification Program 
		and potential reusable bags with conservation message to be handed out at sources 		of plastic bags and remove boat discharges from the bay; second by Ms. Spalletta.
VOTE:		Motion passed unanimously.

IX.	ADJOURNMENT	

MOTION:	Ms. Hendry Weeg moved to adjourn the meeting; second by Ms. Spalletta.
VOTE:	Motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 p.m.

Adopted _______________________ with/without changes.  Motion by ___________________
		(DATE)

Vote:_________________ Signature:________________________________________________
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